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How It All Began

* Dr. J.J. McKendry is credited with starting the
ball rolling when he sent a letter to the Editor
of the Winchester Press in 1944,

 He shared the need for a hospital in
Winchester and envisioned a 25-bed facility.
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1948

« WDMH was officially opened on December 8th
by the Hon. Charles Challies, MPP for Grenville-
Dundas and the Hon. Russell Kelly, Ontario
Minister of Health

* Over 3,000 people attended the event
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A Memorial Hospital

* At the ceremony, a scroll bearing the names of
boys in the district killed in WWII was erected.

* PerleyS. Boyd, clerk of the United Counties,
noted there was no better tribute to war
heroes than a hospital.
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WDMH Firsts!

* The first patient was 10-year old Glendon Loucks, who
underwent minor surgery.

* Four days later, the hospital registered its first birth,
a little girl born to Mrs. Glenn Fetterly of Mountain.

 Dr. Howard Justus was the first Chief of Staff.

* |n the first year, staff and physicians treated 1,300
patients and delivered 245 babies.
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1955

* A new administrative wing was added at a
cost of $36,000.

A blood bank was established.
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1960

* The first major expansion expanded beds from 35 to 89
at a cost of $700,000.

 The new south wing included medical, surgical and
maternity beds, more and larger operating roomes,
x-ray and lab facilities, a new delivery suite, a cafeteria,
a modern kitchen, new laundry and board rooms, a
new nurses lounge and a pharmacy.
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1964

* Funds from the Harvey S. Dillabough estate
made possible the construction of a $140,000
nurses’ residence.
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1968

* The second major expansion added 35 chronic
beds and a 16-bed pediatric unit.

* The new Dillabough Wing included

expanded areas in Physiotherapy, Medical

Records, Admitting, X-ray, Laboratory and
Emergency.
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1977

$225,000 was spent to create a new X-ray room,
family lounge, pharmacy and nursing office.

e The bed count increased to 120 beds.

* Three years later, the Intensive Care Unit
expanded to four beds at a cost of $105,000.
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1985

e A S600,000 project created a new state-of-
the-art lab, a renovated x-ray department and
emergency and out-patient departments.
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1992

 The HELP campaign raised funds for
infrastructure changes such as ventilation
systems, code upgrades and plumbing.
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1993

e The WDMH Foundation was incorporated on December 23.

* Local communities including individuals, businesses, farms,
services clubs and other groups/organizations have been
supporting the WDMH Foundation ever since.

 Because of our donors, we have been able to disburse close
to S30 million to WDMH since its incorporation. WDMH
would not be what it is today without donor support.
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Renewing the Vision

 The Renewing the Vision campaign was
launched in 2002 and raised $15.1 million
for WDMH’s redevelopment.

* Generous community members,
municipalities and businesses contributed.
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2009

 The new WDMH officially opened, resulting in the
most technologically-advanced facility in rural
Ontario.
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2013

A Community Care Building was built on the

WDMH campus, providing access to other key
health and community services close by for
patients and families.

* |t doubled in size in March 2016, welcoming
more partners.
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Patient & Family Engagement Committee

 To ensure our patients are at the centre
of all we do, we need to hear from them

and their families. {IL.A\
 The PFEC provides input and advice on all @ &

areas of the hospital — from quality plans -

to signage. v @

* They also sit on hospital committees and
interview panels.
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The WDMH Auxiliary

* Our Auxiliary has been a founding member of
WDMH since 1947.

* Their initial efforts were led by Mrs. Chester Robinson.
Mrs. George Elliott was the first secretary and Miss
Nora Elliott handled the meagre finances at the time.

* Over the past 75 years, the Auxiliary has supported
every area of the hospital and raised millions of
dollars for patient care.
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Celebrating 75 years
of caring for our local
communities!

Thanks for your
support!




Our Commitment

We are here to care for our patients
with compassion — close to home
and with our partners.

We pursue excellence in all we do.

We are one team. We value respect,

accountability, innovation and learning.
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